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Critical Review of an Art Form 

Critical review: ‘Teal’ a perfect tribute to yesterday’s pop hits 

 Weezer’s newest eponymous album, colloquially called the Teal album, brings back 

waves of nostalgia from the last 40 years. The album contains a collection of pop-hit covers, 

from well-known ballads to girl’s night singalongs.  

 The album reveals a lesser-known side of Weezer, yet it fits perfectly into their catalogue 

of studio albums. Previously, Weezer released covers as singles, including The Monkees’ “I’m a 

Believer” and The Cars’ “You Might Think.”  

“Teal,” the band’s first full-length cover album, is a gift to both dedicated Weezer fans 

and casual pop-music listeners. After 11 studio albums of original music, “Teal” playfully 

explores tunes that you wish you could rock out to in your convertible 1991 Pontiac Trans Am. 

The album’s production, led by drummer Patrick Wilson, highlights Weezer’s iconic lead 

guitar tone and Rivers Cuomo’s crystal-clear high-end vocals. Lyrics touch on themes of love, 

heartbreak, drugs and depression. 

 “Teal” contains an assortment of genre-crossing songs. The album opens with 1980s pop 

hits, like “Africa” and “Everybody Wants to Rule the World.” Then, Weezer cranks it up with 

Black Sabbath’s “Paranoid” and mesmerizes the listener with “Mr. Blue Sky,” before exiting 

with the ultimate classic, “Stand by Me.”  The instrumentation ranges from guitar-driven rockers 

to synthesizer-heavy pop riffs.  



“Teal” is not a typical cover album. Instead of making the songs their own, Weezer 

attempts to cover each song exactly as it was originally recorded. This makes the album a gem. 

Weezer perfectly captures each song in its own original beauty.  

For each track, Rivers Cuomo becomes a new vocalist. He transforms his voice to rival 

each recording’s original vocals, yet he still maintains a distinctly Weezer sound.  

The album begins with the well-known classic, “Africa,” originally written and recorded 

by Toto. From the start of the song, Wilson perfectly replicates the insanely catchy drum groove 

reminiscent of tribal African beats. Cuomo’s soft but powerful vocal tone captivates listeners. If 

Toto ever needed a new lead singer, Cuomo would be the man for the job. 

The catchy and airy guitar intro of “Everybody Wants to Rule the World” leaves listeners 

bobbing their heads to the progressive beat. “Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This)” and “Take on 

Me” continue along with the 1980s pop-theme while exploring more synthesizer-driven sounds 

crafted by keyboardist and guitarist Brian Bell. 

Following the 1980s tributes, Weezer shakes things up with a lighthearted take of the 

oldies classic “Happy Together” before letting loose on “Paranoid.”  

 The album apexes with a pristine cover of Electric Light Orchestra’s “Mr. Blue Sky.” 

Cuomo’s vocal overdubs replicate the genius of Electric Light Orchestra’s vocalist and 

mastermind, Jeff Lynne.  

  Tthe band’s instrumentation shines on “Mr. Blue Sky.” The instrumental movements 

send chills down the spine as they blend together into a masterpiece. Bassist Scott Shriner’s 

operatic backing vocals fill the few remaining empty spaces throughout the song. Performing the 

song live will be a serious feat.  



After the orchestral ending of “Mr. Blue Sky,” Weezer embraces their inner girl’s night 

and cranks out “No Scrubs” and “Billie Jean.” 

 Originally recorded by TLC, “No Scrubs” adds a surprising dimension to the album. For 

the song, Cuomo momentarily takes on the persona of a frustrated gay lover as he sings, “No I 

don’t want no scrubs/ A scrub is a guy that can’t get no love from me,” according to an iTunes 

interview with the band.  

 “No Scrubs” and “Billie Jean” exemplify Weezer’s flexibility as a band. They play 

whatever genre they like, and they play it well.  

 Weezer finishes off a classic album with the classic cover-band song, “Stand by Me.” 

Cuomo’s diverse vocal abilities shine throughout the track as he delivers soulful lyrics with raw 

emotion.   

 Weezer’s diverse musical abilities shine on “Teal.” Unlike previous albums, the band 

explores a variety of genres and displays an acute ability to copy each song to a tee.  

Unfortunately, the copycat style of the album leaves the listener feeling like there is still 

more to be heard. Weezer rose to stardom because of their original grunge-pop sound, and 

“Teal” lacks some of that originality.  

In the lineup of Weezer albums, “Teal” is one of their best. But, like the last 10 Weezer 

albums, “Teal” fails to live up to their 1994 self-titled debut album.  

Though lacking in creativity, “Teal” highlights the band’s expertise as musicians and 

stands as a perfect road trip album that will please anyone. Hear the album on all major music 

streaming platforms.  

 
 
  


