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Feral Hog Bounty Program A Success 

 Hundreds of feral hogs were eliminated from Guadalupe County last summer as a result 

of the feral hog bounty program.  

 The program, sponsored by Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service, was put in place to 

remove feral hogs from the area. Feral hogs cause millions of dollars in damage to Texas 

landowners every year, according to “The Feral Hog in Texas Journal.”  

 Much of the damage results from feral hogs rooting and trampling for food, which can 

damage agricultural crops, fields and livestock feeding facilities, according to “The Feral Hog in 

Texas Journal.”  

 “I think feral hogs are a serious problem in Guadalupe County,” said G.A. Powers, 

Guadalupe County landowner. “Moneywise, farmers suffer the most from feral hogs.”  

 There are an estimated 1.5 million feral hogs in Texas, and their numbers are rising, 

according to “The Feral Hog in Texas Journal.” 

 “I think their population has at least doubled or tripled from when I first started hunting 

feral hogs on my property 35 years ago,” Powers said. 

 The feral hog population increased due to several factors, including improved habitat, 

disease eradication, limited natural predators and high reproductive potential, according to “The 

Feral Hog in Texas Journal.” 



 Guadalupe County’s solution was the feral hog bounty program, said Jeff Hanselka, 

Texas A&M Agrilife Guadalupe County Extension agent. 

 “We had people start asking for us to do something,” Hanselka said. “We received a 

grant from Texas Wildlife Services for $15,000 to combat the feral hog problem in Guadalupe 

County.” 

 Guadalupe County borrowed the feral hog bounty program idea from neighboring 

counties, that already had bounty programs in place for feral hogs, Hanselka said.  

 “A portion of the money went to the bounty program, and the rest of it went to feral hog 

educational programs and trapping equipment for local landowners,” Hanselka said.  

 The feral hog bounty program allowed for hunters to turn in feral hog tails harvested in 

Guadalupe County for $5 each. The program ran from mid-July through the end of August.   

 “We received over 300 tails in just 45 days, which was pretty good,” Hanselka said. “The 

program was a great incentive and tool to get people to harvest them.” 

 Guadalupe County landowners were also pleased with the feral hog bounty program, 

Powers said. 

 “I think it’s a good program,” Powers said. “I went to a workshop, and they had a good 

turnout.”  

 In fact, the feral hog bounty program went so well that Guadalupe County restarted the 

program, which will run through the end of next September, or until money runs out, Hanselka 

said. 

 “The court saw that it was successful, so they awarded $5,000 from the county this time 

for bounties on hogs harvested in Guadalupe County,” Hanselka said. 



 Agrilife Guadalupe County Extension agents expect that the program will be even more 

successful now in the cooler weather during hunting season, Hanselka said.  

 “I think the program is a good use of money,” Powers said. “I think the educational part 

of it was key to having landowners help take care of the feral hog problem.”  

 Landowners can help reduce the feral hog problem in Guadalupe County by trapping and 

hunting them, which is legal, Hanselka said. 

 “People have been more successful with trapping feral hogs coming out of our 

educational programs,” Hanselka said.  

 However, the feral hog bounty program might not be enough to stop the problem in 

Gaudalupe County, Powers said.  

 “Texas needs more automated traps to lend out to landowners,” Powers said. “They need 

to get groups of farmers together to go and hunt them in helicopters if we really want to put a 

dent in the population.”  

 Hunters can turn in tails from hogs harvested in Guadalupe County to the Guadalupe 

County Agrilife Extension Office, located at 210 E. Live Oak St. in Seguin. For more 

information on the feral hog bounty program, visit the Guadalupe County Agrilife Extension 

website and click on the “Ag and Livestock” tab.  

 

  

  

 


